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exemption.
The vice of the income tax
mental. It springs from the

¢r1 *rx, but to open the pockets of
1+ "sw f3: the benefit of the othara
* i» tbe Senate Democrats now ae
v Axies, nnd ux they purpose to

stunte and not to remedy the evil,
, & fact that the proposal now under
corridaration may not be adopted 1
0! comparatively trivial importance..

*“he Cost of Gaselene.
According to the Government report
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producing more than one-third of the
country's supply. Explorations are
under way In Montana and Wyoming,
with promise of valuable discoveries.

The indications, then, are that the
eupply for 1016 will equal that of
Jast year. The end of the war will
spen up the supply In Russia and
Fumania. By that time, too, the
#ewly discovered flelds In Bouth
-fmerica may become important fac-
Sors in the oll industry. We
rorne much from the war, and appar-
4 tly the gnsolene user must still ex-
# ..#e patience. But if there is no
u ef when peace comes he will have
n right to insist upon knowing why
high prices continue.

Raymend Rebins's Cholee.

From many well tralned Democratic
throats we shall hear to-day that the
Indorsement of Mr. Hrones by Ray-
Monp Romins of "Chicago and the
_Progressive party is an Incldent of no
wiguiicnnce, JIn this way the support-
ers of Mr. WiLsoN salwanys recelve an-
nouncements of new ndhexlons to his
opponent. But the facts In this chse
are known and are not to be hidden.

Mr. Romins was besought In every
conceivable way to throw hiz Influ-
ence to Wison. His support was
solicited, his advice was asked, hi»
enlistment agalnst Mr. Huaxzs was
the object of ardent Democratic de-
sire. He was wanted for bimeelf and
for what he represents; because he

mould be useful in the campaten a8 8 |

\.

worker, abd beciuse his alleglance
would exert @ powerful influence
among hesitating Progressives.

All the inducements offered to Aim
did not prevent Mr. Romns from exer-
clsing his Independent judgment. His
‘conversion to the Republican ‘eandl:
date was the result of mature delibera.
tion. He did not follow an emotional
Impulse, but conformed to the results
of an analyais of the records and pur-
poses -of Democrats and Republicans,
of Mr. WiLson and Mr. Huones, that
brought conviction with It. He chose
Mr. Huones because for bim, as for
the thousands of other Progressives
| who bave enrolled under the Hughes
leffdership, neitber Mr. Wirson nor
his perty offers or can offer the in-
ducements of sincerity and capacity
In thelr appeal for recrnita

The Pelicd Do Take Bde.
l From Mayor Mir¢Hrs's statement of
Saturday with regard ta the situation
created in this city by the strike of
trolley ' car employees we take the

% subjoined sentences:

“The employses of the company have
a constitutional right to organiss, while
at the smame time those whé ~ ish to take
their places have a right to protection
against violence as far as it is poswble
to give. it to them.

“One thing'1 wish to make clear s
that .the police wi'l not be used te take
sides.”

We bave pointed out that as there
are thiee “sides” to thle controversy,
ne of which Is the public's, the po-
1if they do their duty, must “take
" They must maintain order;
If they do that they will assure to
the public continued operation of the
tion systems of the city.
they fail in their duly they are
taking sides, for they are then
playing into the hands of those whe
seek to deprive 5,600,000 men, women
and children of the use of an essen-
tial public utility.

Whiat e the Mayor's measure of the
possibility ‘of protection agalist vio-
lence? He speaks as if some bouns
was sot beyond which he and his
subordinates cannot or will not go.
This s a new doctrine. Every resource
of government is rt the disposal of the
authorities; the whole power of the
State backs them up; and If that Is
insufficient to furnish ample protec-
tion against violence we shall have
not a mere strike of dissatisfied trollsy
car motormen and conductors but a
revolution for the suppression of
which an even greater power may be
enlisted.

Decidiag Whe Is Fecble Minded.

Another voice is heard In protest
against the Binet-Bimon tésts for the
determination of mental Intelligenc ..
The editor of American Medicine'dis-
.cusses the chaos which has resulted
{from the slavish application of sets of
questions supposed to be answerable
by children of various ages. He
points out that in some cases children
under nlne years who can answer
only the questions for-children of
seven years are considered mentally
defective; in other instances the per-
sons giving the tests have taken three
years retardation as proof of :feeble-
mindedness. In testing children over
nine years there has been equal di-
vergence. The result of this and of
the application of the tests by ama-
teurs in psychology has been that “the
various figures which have been pre-
sented as indicative of the extent of
feeblemindedness among delinquents
are so startlingly high that they are
practically unbellevable.”

The breakdown of the Binet tests
is lllustrated by the casg of deaf chil-
dren, who are about three years be-
hind the average child In school. Re-
tardation of varylng extent may be
due to speech defects or simply to
malnuirition. Every one knows how
neglected adenolds may hinder the
child’s mental and physical growth.

With all these facts plainly known
it might be thought that rigid artifi-
cial attempts to classify the mentally
unintelligent would be definitely aban-
doned. Instead of that there seems
to be a tendency, consldered rather
approvingly by American AMedicine, to
go ahead on the assumption that the
“lowest 3 per cent.” In the “commu-
nity” are to be regarded ns feeble
minded. What “community”? And
how are the “lowest 3 per cent.” to
be determined to be such? It would
seem as If the application of a little
common sense to psychology were In
order,

A Germany Witheut Hohensollerns.

A treaty of peace In which nelther
WiLLiam of Hohenzollern nor any
member of his family shall have a part
fs the vislon of a Parislan, JoserH
ReinacH. Upon the head of Ger-
muny's reigning house he heaps the
responsibility of the war and all the
horrors that have followed It.

How the elimination s to be ef-
fected 18 not disclosed. . But “the ques.
tion of the Hohenzollerns will be-
come more important every day.” Is
the exile of NaroLroN to be repeated
and the Kalser with his numerous de-
scendants and great faymily connee-
tion to be transported beyond seas
at the end of the war? Or Is the
change to be brought about within
the German Empire itself?

Bo fur the German people have not
manifested a great desire to rid them-
selves of their rulers. It ls searcely
to be belleved that the slow golng,
mild mannered Inhabitants of Baden,
Wuertemberg and other South Ger-
mon States have approved of the
Prussian ‘militarism or’ frightfulness,
yet they have fought as a unit to sus-
tuin the empire. Frussia undoubtedly
18 back of its royal house. Prugsia Is
the most populeus Stute of the Coui-
federation; It has seventeen of the
lalziy-ene voles In ‘llolllhll'llllll

236 of the 80T in the Reichitag. To
these may be added the votes of the
Tteichaland of Alsace and Lorraine
and a majority of the smaller duchles
and principnlities. In fact, when Bis-
mMAncK laid the foundntion of the em-
pire he saw to it that Prussin should
rule und the Hohengollern hold fast.

The contentment of the German
people with thelr conditioris has been
so frequently affirmed that even they
seem to have come to consider a revo-
lutlon an Impossibility. Von Beax-
HAmDt In his recent works took great
pains to show that the Germans were
not fitted for a republic, that they
‘could not govern themselves, and that
they required a strong hand like the
Hohenzollern hand to guide them.

The Hohenzollerns have loomed large
In German history. They have shown
a wonderful thrift. Getting and hold-
Ing bae been as much a part of thelr
motto as “Gott mit une.” Thelr rise
from the obscurity of a small Bouth
German family bas been marked by
an abllity to trlumph over great ob-
stacles and a political capacity for
winning against odds. To them ruth-
less militarism and its accompanying
schrecklichielt are by no means mod-
ern tactles,

The time may fome when Europe
will rid herseit «v Hohenzollernism,
but the presént indications are that
the Allies, whether they wish to do
80 or not, must finally treat with the
head of that house.

Mr. Hughes Makes Mere Advan-
tages for Himoell.

After Cuanres Evans Huones dis-
passionately and artistically removed
the political hide from the person of
the Democratic candidate for Presl-
dent In 1008 peither WirLiam J.
Barax nor his supporters thought It
necessary to question the then Gov-
ernor of New York as to his attitude
on any of the questions at that time
engag'ag public attention. His sentl-
ments were clenrly and forcibly ex-
pressed ; even Mr. Bavax was able to
comprebend the significance of Mr.
Huanrs's words, protected though his
sensibllitles are by an egotism of the
toughest ind most resistant nature,

Mr. Hioues has started West
agnin, this tima In support of his own
candidacy for President. He departs
from th-+ Atlantic seaboard with the
plan of his appeal fully developed and
carefnlly worked out. With the reso-
lution that has characterized hm In
all h 4 public acts he has refused to
be bullled or cajoled into what he con-
celved to be a premature disclosure of
his purpose and bas declined to e
snared by those who sought to win
from him declarations he belleved it
unwise to make. So he takes up his
campalgn not on terms set by his ad-
versaries but under conditions he se-
lects for himself. He has shrewdly
parried the efforts to put him on the
jefensive and hane succeeded in ar-
ranging the times and circumstances
of his expositions of bellef to meet
the requirements of his own 3ood
judgment and not to gratify the pur-
poses of his enemies,

Mr. Hugnes's Youngstown speech
in the first Taft campaign was a nota-
ble campaign address. Its success
was in no small maasure due to its
author's wisdom in the choice of time,
place and occasion for its delivery.
He enjoys to-day the advantuges flow-
Ing from prevision such asx he showed
eight years ago, and we do not doubt
that he will improve his opportunities
in 1916 as he did In 1008,

General Joffre’s Prediction.

General Jorrar's utterances since
the beginning of the war have differed
from those of numerous other com-
manders In that while they never
admitted the possibility of defeat for
the Allles they were not designed to
belittle the power of, the enemy or to
deceive those to whom they were ad-
dressed as to the magnitude of the
task 1ying before them. Confident in
tone, these addresses were not talnted
with boastfulness, and consequently
they bave Inspired a bellef in Jorrac's
sincerity and trutbfulness among all
who bave followed his course,

it is this quality of the French gen-
ernlissimo that gives welght and im-
portance to his declarations that the
tide of success has begun to flow
strongly for the Allles and that
thelr trilumph is approaching. From
other lips such opinions would com-
mand only passing attentlon; a po-
litical purpose, the necessity of
heartening hard pressed soldlers,
reussurance for the civil popula-
tion, would be suspected as motives
for their publication. But Jorrae,
Iike Kitcnenea, has never minimized
the labors or the dangers that must
be overcome to win ultimute victory ;
he has never underestimated the re-
sources, courage or skill of the ene-
my, and In consequence of his ha-
bitual caution his present sanguine
expectations cannot fall to make a
deep impression.

“A job for every Fllipino" is the
atest Democratic campalgn “slogan.”

Chance for Hughes to win in Texas.—
Newaspaper headline.

But the treasurer of the Republican
National Committes will draw few
checks for Texas workers.

It will be observed that President
MaHoN of the trolleymen's union did
not Aind It necessary to go Abroad 8n
the eve of the Westchester strike to
write a pamphlet.

This will enable us to kick out the
American commission, alwaya unfriendly
to (lermany and which gives the enemy
of the Fatherland much valuable Infor-
mation concerning Germany’s position.—
Count REVENTLOW,

A grave charge; it is too mserious
to be disregarded. What member or
members of the commission have thus
betrayed their trust? When and where
did they violate their duty in this man-
ner? And if Count REVENTLOW'S accu-

sation io based on fast, why has the)
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German Government not suppressed
the Informers?

While some of President Wiason’s
friends affect to belleve that Mr.
Huonss’s acceptance apeech was weak
faltering, pointiess and without effect,
tibe Ilinols Aurora Borealls scorns
such weakness. Jim Ham, the radlant,
suys that Republican criticlams of the
Wiison “policy” toward Mexico are
“treasonable.” Most American citizens
know what treason ls and rule their
tongues accordingly, but Jim Ham s
[#0 busy talking he cannot be expected
to master even the elementary distine-
tions between words.

Dr. CARRANEZA’S notes give the Admin-
istration miuch trouble; so did those
which came from Husera's Qovern-
ment. Dr. Wnson’s admiration for,the
de facto leader may spring from his
infatuation with a rotund and vague
literary atyle. :

Benator Tacoant has taken a pointer
dog to the Senate. This is his answer
tp the challenge of CHaMP CLARK'S
houn' dog. As the fashion spreads it
will be interesting to see whit Con-
gresamen appear with dachshunds.

The Turk is still "somewnherp east of
Bues.” :

FOR A CLEAN PEOPLE.

Are Numerows Imexpensive Bhower
Baths Needed?

To THe EpiTor or THE S8un—§8ir: All
“splash” weeks and other such efforts to
increase the popularity of the city's
baths. especially among the very poor,
are ccmmendable; but are the baths
themselves alequate?

A large preportior. of the pnpulltlonl
has no means > keepir g decently >lean.
Perhaps some tenement dwellers luxu-’
riate In Althy living conditions. ‘rhe.
author of “Uns Way Out,” an American
who lived for some time In the Ita.lan
quarter of Boston, seems tc Lhink so.
But is it not believable that thousands
would keep cleaner If they had the
chance? Certainly amall inducement is
given to them to contribute their share to
i tha healthfulness of the community. We
imed not be surprised that an epldemic
gets & atart and that when It la started
it is @0 hard to stop.

Fxpensive bath houses, necessarily
few because expensive, with thelr tiled
pools and what not, are not essentlal
Nothing is essential but running water
in the gimplest form of ahower, housed
in a plain, cheap bullding. When one
comes out of the ocean he takes a fresh
water shower of this sor* and expects
! no elegant trimmings. Would such an
| arrangement be too simple for the city
' to provide?

! The money put into the municipal
ibanu at Coney Island was well spent,
| but Coney is far from Manhattan. Why
| shouldn't charity begin nearer home?
i.\'or would it be charity either, but a |
| preventive measure of the most salutary

|and far reaching kind. t» offer bathing
, facilities to all who want them. It Is
only too obvious to discriminating persona |
that a bath at Coney Is one of the very
few “splash” events In the lives of many
of the island’'s patrona Is it vislonary
to suppose that there are many spots

along the river fronta that could be
utilised for portable shower houses? It
is in summer that these would be of the
greatest benefit, and at that season no
| problem of providing artificial heat
' would be presented. I belleve that more
| baths would go far to tramnsform sum-
mer conditions In this chty. .

W. D. Conxrin.
New Yorx, August §. '

INFANTILE PARALYSIS.
A Professienal Authority em the “Ul-l
dee Alarm” Now Prevalliag.

Prom the Medical Record.

=be epldemic of pollomyelitis which is
now presari in New York city and neigh-
borhood is exeiting undue alarm In con-
sequence, no doubt, of the widespread
publicity which has been given to It.
To judge from the almost hysterical quar-
antine measures instituted in various lo-
calities—in staid old Connecticut of all
places—one would think it as contagious
as smalipox among the unvagcinated or
as yellow fever two decades ago.

To qulet the apprehensions of these
timorous health officers the publication
of authoritative articles such aa one
appearing in Public Health Reports for
{July 14, 1816, s commendable. Dr.
Wade H. Frost, passed assiytant surgeon,
U. 8 P. H. 8, writes hiere of the infec-
tivity of Infantile paralysis, summarising
in part as follows:

The rapid spread of epldemics eover
wide aress, their spontaneous decline after
only a small proportion of the Inhabi-
tants have been attacked, and above all
the preponderating Incldence In young
children, have net been satisfactorily ex-
plained by any hypothesis other than
that the Infective agent during epidemics
fs widespread, reaching a large propor-
tien of the population, but only oceaslon-
ally finding a susceptible Individual, usu-
ally a young peérson, In whom It produces
characteriatic morbld effects. Assuning
this rare ausceptibility, the well esab-
lished facts collected by epldemisiogical
studenta are compatible with the evidence
of laboratory experiments that the dia-
ease is directly transmissible from pérson
to person.

On the whole, perhaps, this ls the
most reasonable mannef of regarding the
Infectious nature of poliomyelitis. Only
a comparatively few persons are sus-
ceptible, and these are, with a few ex-
ceptions, children, the susceptibllity be.
ing generally greatest in the first half
decade of life, thereafter progressively
diminishing until In adult life there ia
a very general immunity to natural
Infection.

Ten Little Question Marks.
Ten little question marks, standing in &

line,

Raymond Robins flew the coop, then there
were nine.

Nine chipper question markas, fruit of high
debate,

A fact bumped one roughly, then there
were eight. - "

Eight sobered puestion marks, full of
It'ry leaven,

An author sold & love yarn, then there
were seven.

Seven worried question marks, playing at
their tricks,

Cousin Johnny told his tale, then there
were #lx,

Six busy question marks, bussing llke &
hive,

Georgin's Hardwick ope'd his lips. then

there were five.

Five saddensd question marks, feeling slck
and sore,

Vance McCormick dropped the ball, then

there were four.

frightened question marks,

reft of glee,

Tommy Marshall made a speech,
there were three.

Three lonesome question marks, afrald to
say “Boo," K \
Woodrow very frankly spoke, them there

were two,
Two tearfyl quesipn marks, both en the

Four all be-

then

Charley Whitman took & leok, then there
war one. .

Ones surviving question mark, spent and
nearly done,

The campaign really eponed, and then
there was aese

. | decidedly.

THE STRIKE MAKER.

“It we organise rallway men
we shall get 25, more members,
eachhpaying dues of §1 a month. That
will be $300,000 more & year in the
treasury,” salc the BStrike Maker,
lighting a good ciga:. .

“Hut suppode the strike doesn't suc-
ceed?” asked his close friend.

“You miss the point. The success
of the strike is Immaterial. Whether
it wins or falls we have these thou-
sands of new members all paying their
Iittle dues. That's what connts,” the
Strike Maker explained between puffa.
He was silent for 4 moment and then
he condescended further:

“Y'know, you can't stand still in my
business. You've always got to be
going ahead. . Of course in a few years
railway strikes will be played out; the
membership In our assogiation will
@windle, men won't pay their dues
and there won't be any money in or-
ganizing them. But by that time I'll
have something else going."

“How do you decide what you'll take
up next?” asked his friend, fascinated
by the presence of genlus.

“There's only one safe rule. You
must break Into an industry that Is
affected as largely as possible with a
public interest,” sald the Strike Maker
“Now, tragsportation Is
ideal for the pu . It Is so vital
that you can play fhe devil with the
whole life of a great city, get the
maximum of advertising and make
really big money, with a strong chance
of actually winning the strike, In
which case the profits are much
greater, for dues can be ralsed a
notch or two to skim off the cream.

“Of course, there are other things
that are nearly as good—telegraphs,
telephones (only womén are so un-
manageable), electric lighting, gas and
40 on. But don't bother with strikes
in any little private industry. The
public can't be made to care about
them. It isn't affected, you see. Of
course the really ideal thing would be
something governmental, but 1 have
alyays kept from mussing with the
Government because it's too powerful.
However, the day will come when we
can hold up the post office, and then
won't there be pickings!

“In the meantime 1'll be satisfied to
tie up N' Yawk. It'll be the biggest
thing yet. Oh, I llke my job. It's a
great life.” :

“It must be,” saild his friend.

OUR COURSE IN MEXICO.

Attempt at a Constrective Programme,
Ending In Annexstion.

To THE EpiTOR OF THE SUN—RBir: While
there is a lull in Mexican affairs let us
consider what aggpears to be the chief
handicap In the Administration's man-
agement of our unhappy neighbor, the

jlack of a programme. Perhaps one can

be ruggested.

War with Mexico? Certainly not. We
have no quarrel with the Mexican people,
and If we had Mexico iIa dumb, she has
no volce of authority with which to re-
fute our claims, or promise reparation.
But a war of extermination against the
bandits who iInfest Mexico, yes, by all
means; and let it be a war of complete
extermination.

It has been our duty

for a long

ftime past not 1o wage war on Mexico,

but to restore order there, to feed the
Mexicans and then to educate them. We
should first destroy the bandits, send
carioads of food close on the heels of
the army, and when thh people are fed
send money to employ them at useful
work, and when they have employment
oglcate them up to enlightened and just
government, which we must administer,
now- and hereafter: and when the time
comes when- the Mexicans themselves
realise the benefit of our rule they will
then ask for statehood, and become for
all time a part of the United Btates.
It is our duty, and their destiny. We
should find them eaay to govern, since
the 11,000,000 under the yoke of the
Landits seem to be a very peaceful peb-
ple, or at least a very helpless people.
It has been suggested that in case of
war we should take over the northern
Mexican Btafer, or buy them, This
would settle nothing, for we should
have the same u <ttlement in the re-
maining parts of Mexico, and the same
border troubles. We must restore order
all the way to the south until we arrive
at the boundaries of some responsible
Government. » Wabivs.
New Yorx, August 5.

A Clean Up Campalgn for the City
Dumps Needed.

To TR EpiToR oF THE SUN—EIr: The
greatest menace to public health is the
pest holes where flies feed and breed by
the millions.

These pest holes are the seventy-odd
ash, garbage and manure dumps, some
inland, but mostly along our beautiful
river ofronts, where the ,working people
who have large famllies are obliged to
live on account of cheap rents:

Besiden these seventy-odd dumps there
are equally as many fly and disease
breeding scows, four plers for the col-
lection of direased and dead animals,
besides hundreds of uncovered garbage
receptacies awalting transportation up
the river on ten fly breeding scows.

These pest holes should be immedinte-
ly Investigated, thoroughly cleansed,
dally disinfected, whether privately or
eity ownfd.

(Mra,) FrLorA BPIEGELBERG.

HOTEL KAATERIKILL, August b,

HOW THF HEALTH MEN
WORK,

Consideration and Politeness KShown to
s Traveller.

To THE EpiToR oF THE BUN—8ir: Here
is my experience with the New York
city Board of Health In contrast with
several I have read of In THE BuN: My
fumily decided to go to Massachusetts
for a vacation, and on July 27 at noon-
t'me 1 took my two children, & boy
of 8 and a girl of 6, to my physiclan,
who issued to me a certificate, At 3
o'clock P. M. I was at Centre gnd Walker
streets with my children, & place 1 had
never been before. 1 addressed mysell
to the officer at the door and he very po
litely walked Inside the bullding, saying,
“Down this way: room 103,

1 showed my physiclan's certificate ;
the M. D. at the desk usked the chil-
dren thelr agea; then, and without
another word, imsued his certificate. At

4:30 o'clock . M. my wife, my daugh - |

ter of 1K, the boy and the girl were
at pler 18, North River, Eastern Bteam.
ship Company. The Federal surgeon
askeC for ouw certifichtes, which we
produced. He looked at them, smiled at
the Infants and issued his permit. We
wero treated with respect and consid-
eration. We appreciated very much the
courtesy. We are not rich, far from
it; but we try to be polite and cour-
Lteous to everybody. C. M. D
Npw Yoax, August b.

lany longer?

'beon fnqu‘tlr stated that prohibition dees

MATCHES.

An Importer Calls Careless Comsum.
ors to Account.

To Tam Eprron or Tus Bon—B8ir: 1
have read with Interest the several artl-
cles appearing recently in your columns
referring to matches, some of which I
am Inclined to think give & wrong Im-
premsion to the reader,

The safety match of to-day, while not
phynically perfect, is unquestionably a
long step in advance of the strike any-
where match, particularly with refer-
ence to itg safety properties. It is a
fact that the percentage of safety
matches used as against strike any-
where matches In all elvilized coun-
tries of the world bears a close rela-
tion to 4he loss per capita from fires.

It Is also a fact that while the safety
mateh I8 gradually eoming Into more
general use In this country, following
the popular agitation of the subjeet and
the Incréased knowledge in consequence,
the United §tates Is still far behind the
principal European countries In their
use. In England, for Instance, the per-
centages of safety matches as against
strike anywhers matches s In the neigh-
borhood of 60, while In the United States
It \a leas than 10 per cent.,, according to
recent statistica. This in attributable no
doubt to the slowness with which the
United States hak passed laws against
the use of dangerous matches for public
safety. '

The statement in one of your articles
to the effect that the only “safety” or
“strike on the box" matches manufac-
tured In this country are of very In-
ferior quality Is quite true. Most of
the “safeties” |n common 'use come from
Norway and Sweden, and latterly a con-
slderable quantity from Japan, and
while there are quantities of more or
less inferior goods on the market, par-
ticularly those from Japan, the same
may be sald of practically every com-
modity of everyday use.

The beat safety matchea in the market
come from Norway, and there Is no
more difficulty about securing a strictly
high grade, full count, straight grain
safety match than there is In’'the case
of other articles of commence. The
difficulty Is found in the fact that so
many jobbers, who do not hear the in-
dividual complaints of the usera, are
satinfled to mell a second or third grade
safety match for the sake of the slight
difterence In the price, which except in
the case of the very poorest matches
in the market doea not exceed two to
five cents on every 144 boxes. A& very
trifling anatter compared with the actual
difference In quality.

It is true that match head material
is exceedingly ecarce at present and
some of the Ingredients are abnormally
high, but the manufacturers on the other
slde have succeeded in overcoming great
difficulties and have found It possible
to maintain the standard of thelr prod-
uct with little or no variation, and while
the pricg of safety matches to-day Is
nearly 100 per cent. above pre-war
prices, a considerable part of this ad-
vance |s due to the tremendous advances
that have been made in freight rates,
war risk and the like,

1 sympathize with the emoker who
has experienced trouble with safety
matcheg of cross grain wood, imperfect
heads, knots, split sticks, &ec., but after
all the fault is only with the consumer,
who as a rule pays no attention to the
brand of matches he buys or where
they come from or the quality of the
match. but drops a penny In the slot,
and takes a box of whatever brand
falls out, and in the majority of cases
condemns the safety match manufac-
turers generally because he gets an In-
ferior brand for his money.

The jobber as a rule is well acqualinted
with the brands of safety matches with
a reputation behind them, and the dif-
terence In cost to him !s a emall mat-
ter; to the consumer the difference is
nil. ‘It only requires the extra effort to
insist upon that which is good, as he
would in the case of an article of greater
value and of more importance. .

AN IMPORTER

Cuicaco, August B.

THE GIRL HE LEFT BEHIND.

Further Revelations of the Sentiment
of Guardsmen's Wives.

To THE EDiToR or THE Bun—~8ir: It
was with much Interest 1 read the letter
published in THE SUN and signed by a
“Guardgman's Wife." What _she saysis
only too true. Why should the men be
kept down at the border just to satisfy
some of the men In authority?

The guardamen were perfectly willing
to go to the border to protect it, but
now that all danger has passed they
should be sent home to attend to thelr
business and take care of their families.
1 am the mother of one of thess boys
and his letters to me are anything but
reassuring.

He says there ls a great deal of sick-
ness, principally stomach trouble, and
as there has been so much rain they
are simply “swimming” in mud. Then
again the odors are disgusting.

The place is swarming with flies and
At meals there in always an extra
“army” of files around. Now the meals
they serve to the fellows being none too

adls
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ACCIDENTS AMONG WORKERS AND
TRANSPORTERS OF MUNITIONS.

Seme Prevalent Fallacles About High Explesives and the Handling of
Dangereus Goeds.

The official perplexities in solving
the cause of the Black Tom explosion
ure o many illustrations of the dif-
culty of dealing departmentally with
the laws of nature. The police, it
seems, have orders to stop trains with
explosive goods that usually runm into
Jersey City. How this is going to
lessen or avoid the danger of handling
explosives, how it will interfere with
the combustion of powder or the evo-
lution of gases under unknown con-
ditions, it is exceedingly difficult to
grasp. High explosives have potenti-
alities undreamed of by the police de-
partment. On the other hand, one
need not take very serlously the idea
of a sudden eruption of hitherto ex-
tinet voleanoes. All that part of popu-
Iar agitation is no doubt meant rather
for political effect than as an argu-
ment for public safety.

The agents at work In these explo-
sions may be grouped togcther In
three ways. There are, first, dinger-
ous goods; that s, materials like ccal
tar dyes and acetate of lime, which
may become explosive under certain
conditions, Then there are high ex-
plosives, These, |t properly made and
packed, should not explode unle«s the
workmen who handle them or the rall-
way companies who transport them
disregard the necessary rules. Lastly,
there are the acids and corrosive
substances, which are indispensable
to the progress of any nation in the
arts and manufactures, and which, un-
fortunately, as expepience shows, cause
the greatest number of explosions and
serious accidents.

The rules of the American Rallway
Association sufficiently cover many
of the points of handling, shipping and
storing. A careful examination of
these rules, however, shows that some-
thing more is needed. The assoclation
takes as its standard of caution not
the standard of last year, but of a dec-
ade ago. The authors of these rules
base their calculations on too limited a
series of cases, Though explosions
like the Black Tom disaster are by no
means likely to happen, the public is
apprehensive, These explosions may
not in any sense be derogatory to the
workman or manufacturer, but the
public thinks that they are. Never-
theless, such occurrences make it
clear that the Government must care-
fully choose its officlals to inspect the
transport of dangerous goods. Most
of the perils involved, with careful in-
spection, would entirely disappear.

Statisticlans have always maintained
that accidents do not often touch the
legitimate work In munitions. The
Black Tom case is, perhaps, an ex-
ception. The chief inspector of the
United States Bureau of Explosives,
writing with unrivalled knowledge,
states that in 1915 eleven accidents oc-
curred. Of these, two were caused
by high explosives: one Wwas caused
by black powder and seven by toy tor-
pedoes. The most common accidents
were caused by acids; there were 266
cases of this nature. Next come in-
flammable liquids, which caused 60 ac-
cidents, and inflammable soligs, which
caused 180. In the transportation of
corrosive liquids there has been.a
considerable number of accidents,
though the number of persons injured
in this way in 1915 exceeded only by
four the figures of 1914, These facts
about acids and corrosive liquids like
ammonia are of great significance.
Any one who has worked In a labora=
tory knows the dangers of sulphurie
acid and the importance of the rule
not to pour water into the acid, but
tn add the acid gradually to the witer
when mixlng. Accidents are also due
to the breaking of carboys and to il
fitting stoppers. The Bureau of Ex-
plosives has tried to make improve-
ments In the present methods of stop-
pering carboys. Several stoppers have
been suggested. One accident is
given as having occurred through
the failure of a shipper to pack his
shipment of nitric acld properly.

Figures somewhat similar to those
of our Bureau of Explosives have been
published in the Reports of H. M.

1 of Explosives for 1918
(Chemicol Trade Journal, July &, 1818,
In spite of the vast Increase in the
output off explosives and of the pres.
sure under which work Is now carried
on, the conditions In the old esah.
lished fnctories are wonderfully sat.
isfactory, and this remark also agplies
to more recent works. Though & fow
of the new factories are by no Means
up to the standard, many are well
managed, and a change will be inade
in the Inferior ones. Accidents hive
been c¢omparatively few. There were
208 accldents in manufacturing dur-
ing the year, cauning the death of 21
persons, o number which is the tama
am for 1914, but above the avermie of
9.6 for the decade. As a great increnss
in the numher of persons employed
has taken place, the result is rews ded
an satisfactory. Mont of the njirie
were of a trifling character.

Cnses more serious have occurred in
which the explosion of a small amcunt
of explosive which would have infured
no ond has been communieated to
other cxplosives lying exposed on the
bench, which might as well have heep
kept In closed receptacles or fpro-
tected by screens. This circumstance
points to the origin of many of the
gravest explosions. They are thus ex.
plained by the French chemist Her.
thelot, whose theory has generdlly
been accepted. Modern explosives--
that is., military explosives—are of
two kinds—propulsive explosives and
“breaking” explosives. In the first In.
stance explosion is produced by came
bustion, which rapidly proceeds by
heat conduction from one particle of
the explosive mass to another. But
the modle of exploding a "breaking"
explosive is quits’ different; the ex-
plosive wave s communicated by
shock or a blow.

The theory of the “explosive waw’
no doubt accounts for the differemt
phenomena in the Black Tom expk-
sion. ‘This is the practical point, and
it is up to the authorities to trace the
origin of the wave., It suggests the
physical impact of atmospheric wavés
that is comparable with the waves of
sound that shatter glass. How very
easlly such waves may start an explo-
sion may be seen from the tests which
Berthelot recommends. For transport
such substances as fulminate of mer-
cury should be kept in a molst state of
at least 25 per cent. of molsture, and
they should be cool. All explosives
should be tested as regards thelr re-
action to heat, electricity, friction,
sound and acids. Workmen who han-
dle them should wear shoes speclally
made, and the floors of cars or butld-
ings should be covered with wood to
avold metallic shock.

In England the inspectors are care-
ful to enforce these rules, The con-
sequence |8 tl}nt last year the death
rate from explosives was one 1o A
thousand, compared with 1.5 fn 19070
1.2 in 1895, and 4.2 in 1885, The num-
ber of persons employed was 43,057 n
|1915. It {s apparent, therefore, that
munition workers are not especiall
exposed to danger. Our ideas of ths
| work need some correction. Mr. Lloy
George said recently in Parliament
“I am informed that as regards pleri:
acid no I effects are caused, excei’
discoloration of the skin, but the
workmen engaged on trinitrotalics
are sometimes injuriously affect:.|
| The question s at once Tralso
| whether the health of munition wur
| era {8 a factor in explosions. Nothiny
of the kind has so far been demo:
i strated. All that can be said fs that
| there seems something unhealthiy
self-conscious and serious in the tusk
|of muking explosives; to live up
the strain might divert a man's con-
| centration from the things which ma!-
ter, as, for example, the proximity
of a highly sensitive mass of fulmi-
nate, but it Is evident that the work
goes on with much Wuccess, which s
hardly reconcilable with the impres-
sion left by Black Tom's fate.

The whole thing may be put in a
few words. The manufacture of explo-
sive |s an economic question; safety
a personal one. When you have an-
swered the parsonal question, the eco-
nomic may be left to itself.

THAT BEAUTIFUL THEORY.

A Greeting to Al Who See the Man
Behind the Bomb,

To Tie EpiToR or THE BUN—S8ir: 8o
“anarchy is a deautiful theory"!

By the Sacred Salted Cake, there's an
tdea that grips and holds. Cogito ergo
sum. Anathema to him who cannot
discriminate between an esthetic theory

and an uncouth fact,
The profound Intultion of Hacon

appetizing and augmented with flles. i
it any wonder the men are sick and |
disgusted? Instead of “hardening” the |

men, it reems to me they are under-lm; and In strangeness of proportions |
mining their health, as it stands to rea- |anarchy abounds. In this Is to be found |

son that when a person has to lle on
damp ground and then In the morning
put on damp clothes he Is sowing Hu"
seedn of consumption and other diseases, |

With respect to the murried men nndI
men with dependents being sent hnmel
1 ®elleve the War Department (arued |
orders to the effect that such men bhe'
sent home. My ®on Is a married man |
with a family to support and he took
advantage of the order hy making np-i
plication for releage. This application |
was sent In more than two weeks ago,
but up to the present time he has been |
unable to get any satlsfaction, |

Cannot something be done to have the |
men sent home to thelr families? '

If there were any good reason for'
keeping the men at the border there !
would be no complaints, but In my
opinion (and undoubtedly it is the opin- |
lon of a great many) the whole thing |
s & farce.

President Wilson says the men are |
there to protect the border and (ieneral !
O'Ryan says the mep are there for drill. |
Who 18 right?

As the horder does not seem to need
protection and as the rain and mud pre-
vent drilling, why keep the men there

A GUARDEMAN'S MOTHER.
BROOKLYN, August B.

Where 'rohibition Prohibite,
To Tne KmTor o Tue SvN--Sir?

1t doen

not prohibit.  The Iatest statistics from
Halifax, N. H. a notarlously *“'wel" clty
that has established a renlly truly prohl-
bition, give the arrests for drunkenne:s,
repisting of pollce and similar offences In
July, 1015, as 204: In July, 1016, they

evolved the truth that “there Is no truse
beauty but there is something of
strangeness In (ts proportions.” Even

the explanation of &hy the beautiful
theory now exemplifying In Mexico s
so commonly confused with chaos
Damnant quod non intelligunt

lLet no man he rash in judzment of
anarchy. The glaged eye, the crimson
shirt, the unwashed person, the forbid-
ding bomb, what are these but the suite
and trappings of & vulmgar practicality?
80 long s toll of mind and sou!
shall continue to drive soclety away
from the primitive: sn long as con-
structive genjus shall continue to up-
rear a damnable clvillzation; so long
an tyrannical law shall continue to pro-
tect the stupldly contented worker-—
just mo long must the heautiful theory
of anarchy continue to find expression
in the strange proportions of dinbolical
practice. ut the heauty Is there, and
the initiated wmee it clearly. .

Be our hearts upralsed becaure we
have come upon the time of enlighten-
ment. “Anarchy I8 a beautiful theory,”
declares one who Ix at once preacher,
philosopher and prophet And Mr. Rock-
efeller nods his approval

Lavkuvs FIDELIUS,

BemanNTON, Pa., Aumust 0.

The lament of Age.

To tae Epror or Tus SvN—8ir’  Your
carrespondent’s description of John Ire-
land's place was very gnod Those old
famiilar songs of Harding mentioned by
S, 1 W and the Brooklyn old timer's
picture disprove the opinion of “J. P. D

that the toby helt had left Tlspenard
street before Harding's time. The sing-
ern an well ar the rabhbit were all there,

even the plana at the window facing the
sireet. He laments that there are no
such places now, and 1I'm thinking we

numbered 25, Theas figures apeak for
themselves. WinuaM Gtk -
Masa, August b

would bs most too old to visit them.
J. F. Bunme.
Bausviiia N. J., August &

BLACK TOM,

Did the Plers and the North River Act
as Shoek Absorbers?

To THE EniTor or Tis SuN—Ser “A"
says that the effect of the explosion on
Black Tom was materially lessenad by
the fact that it occurred not on solid
ground but on plers built on plles.

“A" also says that the haveo wrought
in Manhattan would have been greatar
tad not the North River intervensd;
in other words, that the water aciei a8
| & shock absorber.
| Will some of your scientifio readers say
| whether “A'a" conclusions are correct?
| NEWARK, August 5 C.RBD

Had the Barges Held Gold
[ To THE EniTor oF THE Bux— Fir
mystery of that great explosion of

The

last

| Sunday can never be solved.

There Is one thing that evershody
L will admit, and that {8 that f thies
barges, instead of being loaded w.h
thousands of dollars worth of
Ition, had been loaded with g0t sra
would have been a score of | n
te watch them. T

New Yonk, August o
Does Miss Liberty Sit on s Keg of Ponder®

To tam Eviton oF Toe =Si»
cording to an ltem 1 read Iy .
papers recentiy, confirmed
tlons with watercraft e 1
to Know, it seems that e nf the
Stutue of Liberiy ured
mugazine It our Gavers t L
lelity mre cramped  for ’
why not economize by ook ne C
leral practice to .
| ments as explosive mug
!plr. Waushington, Hunks i
{the Maine und others

Are there not laws fortl
say prohibiting. the pla '
MmAagasines mnear puhiil hig
people pass occaslonally, or @ 4
time?

Of course  {t s perfeccly h
atore any qguantity of explos .
Statue of Liberty. where hu
Ints Aand, excursionlsts are vis

Don't vou think the poar p !
be warned of the Jdangers and ¢
splevous signs be put up about !
'“Dangerous. Publlc Warned to K
Powder Mugazine' ” JEan NiE ‘

NEw Youk, August 0.

Taking the Count In Jesephus's Siab™

From the Cape Fear Neue

Professor . ', Davidson haa toe f7°
ished taking the school census f - oAb
Creek township. The total numbe: o
children In the township s 2747 1AM

of these are white and 1,438 coleseh




